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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PBOR, El 

SUBJ: IRA WINS ONE, LOSES TWO 

SUMMARY: GOI HAS SEIZED CARGO OE GUNS AND AMMUNITION 
BEING SMUGGLED INTO DUBLIN FROM CANADA ON BRITISH SHIP. 
PRESS SPECULATES THAT WEAPONS DESTINED FOR IRA OR 
POSSIBLY UDA. GOI HAS ALSO SEIZED BOOK BEING PUBLISHED 
BY PROVISIONAL IRA. PROVOS SUCCEEDED, HOWEVER, IN HOLDING 
CLANDESTINE PRESS CONFERENCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON JULY 13, PROVISIONAL IRA HELD CLANDESTINE NEWS 
CONFERENCE AT HOTEL NEAR DUBLIN. BRITISH AND IRISH 
REPORTERS ATTENDED. PROVOS PRESENT WERE DAITHI O'CONNELL, 
DUBLIN; SEAN TWOMEY, BELFAST: JIMMY DRUMM, DERRY; SEAN 
KEENAN, DERRY; EAMON MACTHOMAIS; AND GERRY O'HARE. 

ONE REPORT IDENTIFIES MAC THOMAIS AS MANAGER OF "AN 
PHOBLACHT," PROVOS NEWSPAPER. WE HAVE NO INEO ON GERRY 
O'HARE. "LONDON TIMES " REPORT ON EVENT IDENTIFIES SEAN 
TWOMEY AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF PROVO IRA, BUT A DUBLIN SOURCE 
BELIEVES PROVO LEADERSHIP IS NOW COLLEGIATE AND THAT 
DAITHI O'CONNELL HAS MORE INFLUENCE THAN OTHERS. 
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2. PROVOS' LINE WAS ABSOLUTELY PREDICTABLE, 

SHOWING NO EVIDENCE OF NEW THINKING IN LIGHT OF CHANGED 
NI CIRCUMSTANCES. ONE PURPOSE OF CONFERENCE WAS TO 
LAUNCH A NEW BOOKLET ENTITLED "FREF.DOM STRUGGLE." PROVOS 
SAID THAT THEY PLAN CONTINUE THEIR FIGHT IN NI WITH 
BRITISH ARMY UNTIL BRITAIN AGREES TO WITHDRAW FORCES. 
O'CONNEL WAS CONFIDENT THAT "BRING THE TROOPS HOME" 
SENTIMENTS IN BRITISH PUBLIC WOULD GROW. HE PREDICTED 
THAT NEW NI ASSEMBLY WOULD FAIL. ASKED ABOUT RECENT 
INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC REJECTION, HE REPORTEDLY REPLIED 
THAT "REVOLUTIONARIES RARELY HAVE MAJORITY SUPPORT." 

3. GOI GAVE IMMEDIATE SIGNS OE ANGER AT HOLDING OE 
CONFERENCE. ON EOLLOWING DAY, POLICE RAIDED PRINTER IN 
DROGHEDA AND SEIZED PROVOS' BOOK BEFORE IT COULD BE 
RELEASED TO PUBLIC. ON JULY 16, JUSTICE MINISTER COONEY 
PLEDGED CONTINUE PRESSURE AGAINST PROVOS. HE NOTED THAT 
EVEN MASSIVE CONCENTRATION OE BRITISH TROOPS IN NI HAD 
NOT BEEN ABLE TO STOP SIMILAR PRESS CONFERENCE. MINISTER 
ALSO SAID THAT IT WAS POLICY TO PICK UP PERSONS SUSPECTED 
OF BEING "GUILTY OF ILLEGAL OR SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, " 

BUT THEY HAD "GONE UNDERGROUND" AND WERE DIFEICULT TO 
FIND. HE DID NOT ANNOUNCE ANY SPECTACULAR NEW MEASURES 
AGAINST IRA. 

4. MINISTER WAS ALSO ABLE TO GIVE SOME INFO ON SEIZURE 
OF SMUGGLED ARMS IN DUBLIN PORT EARLIER SAME DAY, JULY 
16. PRESS HAS SUPPLIED ADDITIONAL DETAILS. ARMS WERE 
FOUND ON A BRITISH SHIP, "MANCHESTER VIGOUR," WHICH HAD 
JUST ARRIVED EROM MONTREAL. SEVENTEEN RIELES AND 29,000 
ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION WERE EOUND IN A CRATE SUPPOSED TO 
CONTAIN MACHINERY. ONE OE 17 RIELES WAS AN ARMALITE. 

OTHERS WERE SAID TO BE SPRINGFIELDS, WINCHESTERS, AND 
GARANDS. ONE NEWSPAPER SAID RIELES ORIGINALLY MADE IN 
US AND SWEDEN. SHIPMENT ORIGINATED IN TORONTO AND WAS 
SHIPPED THROUGH MONTREAL TO DUBLIN. LATE MEDIA REPORTS 
SAY THAT ANOTHER SHIPMENT OF WEAPONS HAS BEEN PICKED UP 
IN CANADA AND THAT POLICE MAY KNOW OF AN EARLIER SHIP- 
MENT WHICH GOT THROUGH TO IRISH DESTINATION. ONE MAN 
HAS BEEN ARRESTED IN CONNECTION WITH SMUGGLING ATTEMPT. 
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PRESS NATURALLY SPECULATES THAT IRA DOING THE SMUGGLING, 
THOUGH ONE PAPER SAYS THAT ARMS MAY HAVE BEEN DESTINED 
FOR ULSTER DEFENSE ASSN, A PROTESTANT EXTREMIST GROUP 
INNI. 

5. FIANNA PAIL DEPUTY O'MALLEY, WHO WAS JUSTICE 
MINISTER IN PREVIOUS GOVT, HAS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
ACCUSED GOVT OF GOING TOO EASY ON IRA. HE REPEATED 
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THIS LINE IN CONNECTION WITH PROVO NEW CONEERENCE. 
O'MALLEY'S COMPLAINT SEEMS MORE POLITICAL THAN 
SUBSTANTIVE, AS CURRENT GOVT HAS CERTAINLY BEEN MORE 
EEEECTIVE THAN ITS PREDECESSOR AGAINST IRA. IT IS 
EORTUNATE, HOWEVER, THAT OPPOSITION IS ACCUSING NEW 
GOVT OE BEING TOO EASY RATHER THAN TOO HARSH ON IRA. 
SOME DEPUTIES IN EIANNA EAIL BACK BENCHES HAVE 
REPUBLICAN LEANINGS, BUT THEY ARE NOT SAYING MUCH. 

6. ON BALANCE, SEEMS TO US THAT CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
"MEN OE VIOLENCE" IS PROGRESSIVELY TIGHTENING. 
PROBABLY, HOWEVER, IT WILL ALWAYS BE POSSIBLE EOR 
PROVOS TO CONDUCT SOME PUBLICITY OPERATIONS, SUCH AS 
PRESS CONEERENCE DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

SORENSON 
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